WHAT HAVE YOU DONE WITH THE ROCK OF AGES? 
Romans 9:30‑33
Why are some men saved and some men lost? More specifically in the text, why were Jewish men who were trying so desperately to be righteous lost, while Gentiles who had little concern with righteousness saved? Paul has given us the ultimate answer by pointing us to sovereign choice and mercy of God. But that is not all of the answer because it ignores man's responsibility for his predicament.
Why are good men lost while bad men are saved? Men are not saved or lost on the basis of their goodness or badness, but on the basis of what they have done with Jesus Christ. All men are sinners, so on this basis all would be eternally condemned. The difference between men is that some try to make it on their own, and spurn what God has offered to man in Jesus Christ, while others stake everything on Him.

To set forth this truth more graphically, the Apostle brings before us an Old Testament figure. The Old Testament spoke of the coming Messiah as the Stone or the Rock. Such an image was used as early as the book of Genesis, but became a dominant theme in the Psalms and the prophets. The Messiah is the Rock of ages. However a large rock can be either an obstacle or an opportunity. The Rock tripped up the people of Israel, but provided a foundation for the Gentiles.
What have you done with the Rock of Ages? This determines whether you are lost or saved. Careful study of this text will indicate what we should do with Him.

SOME MEN STUMBLE OVER THE ROCK OF AGES
Those who stumble over Him are broken and lost. In explaining why Israel failed to find righteousness, though they sought it diligently, the Apostle takes us back to some words from the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah had spoken of the Messiah as being a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense.

A "stone of stumbling" is a stone over which men trip. The basic idea in the word is to strike one's foot over the stone, and to fall as a consequence.

A "rock of offense" is very similar. "Offense" is a word with an interesting history. Originally the word was used for the stick that held the bait in the traps used to snare animals. In time the word came to be used for the snare or trap itself. In the New Testament the word is used metaphorically for anything that aroused prejudice or becomes a hindrance to others, or becomes the occasion of their falling away. To the Jews, Jesus was such a rock of offense, a stone of stumbling.

Two things made Him offensive to the Jews. It all began when He just did not fit into their predetermined plans for the Messiah. They had expected a military Messiah, one given to the marks of power and royalty. When He came as a lowly rabbi, marked by poverty and humility, they stumbled over Him. They were offended at His form of ministry.

They were also offended at His teachings about Himself. Suggestions that He was uniquely the Son of God offended the Jews. Their concepts of God, His oneness and His holiness, did not leave room for God taking on human flesh and coming to earth in this way. But surely if He were to take upon Himself flesh, He would do it in a more impressive manner. Surely He would not take on the flesh of a peasant from Nazareth. This caused them to stumble.

However the most offensive thing was the Cross. To a Jew death on the Cross was the symbol of disgrace and shame. This was a death reserved for criminals. No Roman citizen was ever subjected to this kind of shame‑‑only the citizens of the countries conquered by Rome. Did not the Jewish law itself declare that everyone hung on a tree is cursed? Yet Jesus and His disciples were declaring that men became righteous on the basis of that death upon the tree. They were announcing that God is now free to forgive all sin simply because Jesus died as a sacrifice for sin on a tree. This was just too much for a good faithful Hebrew man.

The Jewish man felt that he did not need the Rock of Ages because he had the Law of Moses. He was committed to finding righteousness by keeping the rules and regulations of the Law of Moses. He thought that offering its prescribed sacrifices and carrying out its civil and moral admonitions would be to acknowledge that the Law of Moses was enough. He knew that he could not accept both of them. So instead of welcoming Jesus as the promised Messiah, He rejected Him ‑ ‑ ‑ and shared in His death as a participant. He stumbled over the Rock of Ages.

Many are still stumbling over the nock of Ages. Many modern men are still unwilling to accept what He claims as being true. They smirk at the records of His miracles and mighty deeds. They withhold their faith from Him and count Him as unworthy of their trust. Just like the ancient Jew they stumble over the Rock of Ages.

Pride causes others to stumble. They are just unwilling to bow their knee before another and acknowledge their need and inadequacy. They vainly protest their ability to captain their own ship. They are determined to be the master of their own fate. They stumble over the Rock of Ages. But not all stumble over the Rock; others build their lives on this mighty Rock.

SOME MEN BUILD ON THE ROCK OF AGES
In the original contexts from which Paul quoted this was a part of the divine intention. The Rock was laid for the purpose of being a foundation. The stone was selected because it would provide a place for man to hide or to rest. The Stone was counted as very precious to God Himself. In the Corinthian letter Paul reminded the Corinthians that as an Apostle he had declared that Jesus Christ was the foundation stone upon which men should build their lives. Peter echoed the same theme in his first epistle as he described Christ as the foundation for the great spiritual temple God is building.

Men build upon Christ by placing their faith in Him. From the prophet Paul quotes, "Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed." Actually the original text does not contain the word "whosoever" but emphasizes, "The one believing", or "he that believeth.'' To believe upon Him is to build your life upon Him. This means that you depend upon Him and Him alone for the righteousness that makes you acceptable before God. The one believing on Him is no longer depending upon himself or his deeds of righteousness. He is no longer depending upon his keeping of the Old Testament law and its precepts. Rather he is ready to acknowledge his own inability to save himself, and to acknowledge Christ as his only hope of salvation.

To believe upon Him is to receive from Him righteousness as a free gift. It is to be eternally in debt to him. To believe upon Him is to stake everything on Him, and on Him alone. It is to be eternally lost if He fails.

There is a wonderful promise to those that build their lives upon Him. "The one believing on him shall not be ashamed." "Not be ashamed" is better translated, "shall not be disappointed." The Hebrew word so translated into English means "shall not make haste." The idea may have been that if a man hides in the Rock of Ages, He will never need to find another hiding place. Or it may have meant that if a man builds His life upon the Rock of Ages as the foundation, his house will never be moved by the storms of judgment that come, he will never have to flee from the house in a hurry to escape its destruction. The promise is that the Rock of Ages will always prove to be entirely adequate.

Our text reminds us that the Gentiles, those from any nation, who have placed their faith in Him have received the very righteousness for which the Hebrew people had sought in vain.

We began with a question. What have you done with the Rock of Ages? This is the critical question in determining whether you are saved or lost, whether you are righteous or condemned. After setting forth the part God's sovereignty, His elective choice played in the response of Israel to the Gospel, the Apostle comes to the other side of the truth. When you stand beside sinful man you become aware that He is lost because of what He has done with the Rock of Ages. Israel was lost because instead of using the Rock of Ages as a foundation on which to place their faith, they stumbled over the Rock. They cannot blame God for the fact that they stumbled; He placed the Rock before them as a foundation stone on which no build.

The question today is not really a question of sin, but a question of the Stone. Men are not condemned because they are sinners, for all are sinners. Men are condemned because they have refused to build their lives upon the Foundation God has provided, even the Rock of Ages.

When you come to the last day to stand before God, it is your relationship to Jesus that shall make the difference. Those to be received into heaven are those who have placed their faith in Christ alone for salvation.
Can you sing with me, "On Christ the solid Rock I stand!"?

